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Abstract. Six new species of Australian crane fly are described: Molophilus (Molophilus) avia sp. nov., 
M. (Molophilus) globostylus sp. nov., M. (Molophilus) sinuostylus sp. nov., M. (Molophilus) chichester 
sp. nov., M. (Molophilus) trispina sp. nov., and Dicranomyia (Dicranomyia) globosa sp. nov. The poorly 
known species M. (Molophilus) flavocingulatus Alexander, 1928, Teucholabis reginae Alexander, 1931, 
Hexatoma metallica Schiner, 1868, Skuseomyia eximia Alexander, 1924, Dicranomyia (Dicranomyia) 
monacha Alexander, 1953, Elephantomyia (Elephantomyodes) fumicosta Alexander, 1922, Orimarga joana 
Alexander, 1926, and Thrypticomyia aureipennis Skuse, 1890 are discussed and figured. In addition, the 
hitherto unknown females of M. (Molophilus) bawbawiensis and M. (Molophilus) opulus are described 
and figures of their ovipositors are provided.
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Introduction
Australia boasts a considerable diversity of limoniid crane 
flies, with 934 known species across 49 genera, belonging to 
the subfamilies Chioneinae, Limnophilinae and Limoniinae 
(Oosterbroek, 2021). Recent works have added many new 
species to the Australian fauna (Theischinger et al., 2018a, 
2018b, 2020; Billingham & Theischinger, 2018), and the 
present study adds a further six new species, elevating the 
total number of Australian Limoniidae to 940 species.

Despite this impressive diversity, many species of 
Australian limoniid are poorly known beyond the original 

descriptions, and often sufficient detail is lacking to 
confidently distinguish closely related species. The 
present work seeks to improve this situation by adding 
descriptive notes for selected species of the poorly known 
genera Elephantomyia Osten Sacken, 1860, Hexatoma 
Latreille, 1809, Orimarga Osten Sacken, 1869, Skuseomyia 
Alexander, 1924, Teucholabis Osten Sacken, 1860 and 
Thrypticomyia Skuse, 1890. Additionally, in the light 
of fresh material, descriptive notes are provided for the 
poorly known male, and two hitherto unknown females, of 
Molophilus Curtis, 1833 species.
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