
Keywords: Wallacea; Pantar; Jareng Bori rockshelter; Metal-age; historic period; maritime network
Corresponding author: Stuart Hawkins  stuart.hawkins@anu.edu.au
Received: 3 February 2020  Accepted: 14 June 2020  Published: 25 November 2020 (in print and online simultaneously)
Publisher: The Australian Museum, Sydney, Australia (a statutory authority of, and principally funded by, the NSW State Government)
Citation: Hawkins, Stuart, Fayeza Shasliz Arumdhati, Mirani Litster, Tse Siang Lim, Gina Basile, Mathieu Leclerc, Christian Reepmeyer, Tim Ryan Maloney, 
Clara Boulanger, Julien Louys, Mahirta, Geoff Clark, Gendro Keling, Richard C. Willan, Pratiwi Yuwono, and Sue O’Connor. 2020. Metal-Age maritime culture 
at Jareng Bori rockshelter, Pantar Island, eastern Indonesia. In Papers in Honour of Ken Aplin, ed. Julien Louys, Sue O’Connor, and Kristofer M. Helgen. 
Records of the Australian Museum 72(5): 237–262.  https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726
Copyright: © 2020 Hawkins, Arumdhati, Litster, Lim, Basile, Leclerc, Reepmeyer, Maloney, Boulanger, Louys, Mahirta, 
Clark, Keling, Willan, Yuwono, O’Connor. This is an open access article licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International License (CC BY 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the 
original authors and source are credited.

Records of the Australian Museum (2020)
vol. 72, issue no. 5, pp. 237–262
https://doi.org/10.3853/j.2201-4349.72.2020.1726

Records of the Australian Museum
a peer-reviewed open-access journal

published by the Australian Museum, Sydney
communicating knowledge derived from our collections

ISSN 0067-1975 (print), 2201-4349 (online)

Metal-Age Maritime Culture at Jareng Bori Rockshelter, 
Pantar Island, Eastern Indonesia

Stuart Hawkins1,2     , Fayeza Shasliz Arumdhati3    , Mirani Litster1,4     , Tse Siang Lim5     , 
Gina Basile5    , Mathieu Leclerc1,5     , Christian Reepmeyer6     , Tim Ryan Maloney1    , 

Clara Boulanger1,2     , Julien Louys7     , Mahirta2     , Geoff Clark1     , Gendro Keling3,8     , 
Richard C. Willan9, Pratiwi Yuwono10     , and Sue O’Connor1,2

1 Archaeology and Natural History, School of Culture, History and Language, 
ANU College of Asia and the Pacific, The Australian National University, Acton ACT 2601, Australia

2 ARC Centre of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, ANU College of Asia and the Pacific, 
The Australian National University, Acton ACT 2601, Australia

3 Jurusan Arkeologi, Fakultas Ilmu Budaya, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia
4 Faculty of Arts and Design, University of Canberra, Bruce ACT 2617, Australia

5 School of Archaeology and Anthropology, ANU College of Art and Social Sciences, 
The Australian National University, Acton ACT 2601, Australia

6 ARC Centre of Excellence for Australian Biodiversity and Heritage, 
College of Arts, Society, and Education, James Cook University, Cairns QLD 4870, Australia

7 Australian Research Centre for Human Evolution, Griffith University, Brisbane QLD 4110, Australia
8 Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia, Denpasar, Bali, Indonesia

9 Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, GPO Box 4646, Darwin NT 0801, Australia
10 New York University, Department of Anthropology, NYC, 10003, United States of America

Abstract. The archaeological record of Wallacea remains exceptionally fragmentary. This is especially 
the case for late Holocene human occupation of the region when lifestyle and culture in marginal island 
environments is relatively unknown. Here we report on the archaeology of Jareng Bori rockshelter, a 
Metal-Age site spanning c. 1800 cal. BP up to the late historic period and situated on the eastern coast of 
Pantar Island in the Lesser Sunda Islands of eastern Indonesia. We use osteoarchaeological (human and 
vertebrate remains), invertebrate zooarchaeological (crustacean and molluscan remains), technological 
(lithics, shell, and pottery) and chemical sourcing (obsidian and metal) datasets to discuss networking, 
migration, and human subsistence strategies during this recent period of history. While some communities 
were no doubt living in open village settlements where they were producing pottery, the data indicate 
that aspects of maritime life-ways continued much as in earlier Pleistocene settlements, with people 
using rockshelters like Jareng Bori to pursue a range of subsistence activities focused on the shoreline. 
Shellfishing of rocky and reef intertidal species and fishing for mostly small herbivorous and omnivorous 
fishes was practised, while domestic animals only appear in the late historic period. Wider regional cultural 
interactions and networking are epitomized by obsidian exchange, dental modification practices, and 
pottery decorations, while lithic analyses indicates continuity of stone tool technology up until recent times.
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