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A SUPPOSED MOLLUSCAN EGG-NIDUS.
By
CuarRLES HEDLEY.
(Figure 1.)

A curious article was collected in March, 1923, on the beach at
Cronulla, New South Wales, and sent for identification to the Museum
by Mr. Adam Broadfoot.

It consists of a band of sand grains glued together and spirally
rolled into the shape of a bowl open at the bottom. This coil overlaps
for half a whorl or more, is grey speckled with black, thin and friable,
in texture like a Scotch oat-cake. The base is contracted, evenly trun-
cated with a vertical edge, the middle is bulged out, and the upper rim
is vertical, frilled or ragged. In diameter the top is 55 mm., the base
30 mm., and the height is 30 mm.

Fig. 1.

This object has so close a resemblance to the egg-nidus of Natica
described by European authors as to suggest that it may be the
product of Polinices aulacoglossa. Different species probably construct
their nidus on a slightly different pattern.

As I cannot detect in this mass any molluscan eggs, I am unable
to determine its nature satisfactorily. This account is penned to invite
seientific beach-combers to investigate the subject further.
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White, B. C.—Marvels of the Universe, ii, n.d., p. 776, text fig. ‘‘ A sand saucer.’’





