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A PAPUAN SORCERY TUBE. 

BY 

W. W. 'l'iclOHPE, Ethllo}ogist, Austl'aliall .M:u~eum. 

(Figure 1.2). 

From His Excellency, ,Judge J. H. p, .M:Ul~ray, Lieutenant-Goveruor 
of P~pua, the Trustees h~ve just received as a do~atioll, a sllIali bamboo 
box, Ol' tube (Fig. 1), used for the purpose of sOl'cery, 

Fig. 2. Fig, 1. 
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This roeeptacle, known a~ ile, is from 110deva Village, 011 Suan, or 
Staeey h;hmd, South Cape Disli'ict, E<lsteru Di vi~ion, Pu,pna, 'rhe tube 
is au ordinary seetion of bamboo, with a lengtll of 4± inches and a lliametel' 
of It illehes, the i11tel'llode forming the bottom, and. eapped by a riml 
lid. 'l'bil> latter has bee11 identified by Ml'. K Cheel, of the Botanic 
Gal'dem;, a;; the rind of a lime (Uit/,II~). Some trallS\'el'"e sCl'atehes al'e 
added near the upper lllal'g~Il of the tu be whieh may be seal'S produeecl 
wheu trillllning' the lid. 

1'lle' tube is about Due-third full of what t,ppean; to be vegetable 
would, mHl, to obtain potlSeSSiOll of the pigs, or womell folk, of another 
rmtive the owner follows this proeedul'e :-" To Ilse the elial'ln you dip 
youI' finger in coeoallut water and t,l,ell iuto the ile, Then YOII ImBtl yout' 
fiuger round your lips and pl'oeeed to ask the OWller of the pig to give 
llim to you. He will give him. 'rhe proeedure with relation to women 
is analogous." I twa.s I'epresented to the dOllor as being a " very strong 
bottle," this deseript.io11 having' referenee to its poteney for the purpose" 
indieated. Hel'e we lmve just the mere possessioll of a simple bamboo 
tube of mould, givillg immediate eomllmud over the most valuable 
property of a~lOt,her. Thel'e doe;; Hot appeal' to be llollY eounter-clJal'lll 
agaiuilt this practiee. 

EOI' tnallY yeat's a somewhat. similar objeet (Eig, 2) haH beeu in the 
~1useum, hit.herto witllollt allY data othel' than" Seollt BotLle, lhitish 
New Guillea," and beeause of t.heir similm'ity,' the 'VI'iter Ims takell tile 
oppoi'tlluityof figuring' it with the specimen just deseribed. It is of wood 
wit.h llo riud lid, but coutaillillg leaves, Around the upper margin is a 
:,;eries of raised triangles, and immediately below are some transverse 
scmtches as noted on the first speeimen. Dimensiolls :-Heighl., 2~ illchetl, 
iUl>ide diameter, It illehe,;, slight.ly ta,pering towards the base. 

Vel'.)' little seems to have been written regarding tlii" form of soreel'y 
ill New Guinea. The only direet. reference available is tlmt lIf Bevan, 
who writes1 of" little plJials of bamboo eoutainillg liquid::;.alld HOlids," as 
part of the outfit of the Koitapuan I-loreerer, 

An official" writillg hil> allllllal repot't l'eeon1s hi" opinioll of tIle 
I'lLpuan soreel'er as follows :-" 'rho tlOl'eerer, is without doubt, the 
greate:-;t. eu nle that Papua is posDesDec1 of, alld, owing to the over-Du pel'
stitiollS lIatllr'e of the llati ves, i" lut illtiuellee for evil, whet'ever lie exeruises 
lri" fllnetiolls," Tile sallle Opillioll has aTi'lo beell expressed by alloUlel' 
oflicial3 in the Territory. 
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